
 
 
 

Frequently   Asked   Questions   -   Incoming   6th   Graders  
 
 

 
1. When   will   I   receive   my   locker   and   locker   combination?   Will   I   have   time   to   practice   on  

my   locker   before   school   begins?   
 

- Students   receive   their   locker   number   and   locker   combination   when   they  
receive   their   schedule.   Students   receive   their   schedules   at   KickStart,   which   is  
our   open   house.   All   students   have   the   opportunity   to   practice   their   opening  
their   locker   at   KickStart.   
 

2. What   happens   if   I   forget   my   locker   combination   or   can’t   get   my   locker   open?  
 

- Our   6th   grade   teachers   are   awesome   about   helping   students   with   their   locker  
combinations   and   getting   them   open.   They   will   help   you   practice   if   you   are  
stuck.   If   they   also   can’t   get   your   locker   open   for   some   reason,   we   have   keys   to  
open   the   lockers.   If   at   any   time   you   cannot   open   your   locker   or   need   help  
please   find   a   teacher   or   other   sta�   member.   

 
3. Will   we   be   given   a   tour   of   the   school?   

 
- Portland   Middle   School   will   look   very   di�erent   in   the   fall   due   to   bond  

construction.   The   following   areas   are   currently   being   remodeled   -   cafeteria,  
kitchen,   locker   rooms,   bleachers,   bathrooms,   old   o�ce   area,   media  
center/library,   courtyard,   sensory   room   and   Robotics   room.   Due   to   the   current  
closure   a   tour   cannot   be   given   at   this   time.   We   will   also   not   be   doing   a   virtual  
tour   due   to   several   areas   being   remodeled   and   the   fact   that   it   will   look  
completely   di�erent   when   we   return   in   the   fall.   

- In   August,   you   will   be   able   to   tour   the   school   at   KickStart.   The   6th   grade  
teachers   will   also   give   you   tours   of   certain   areas   during   the   first   week   of  
school.   
 

4. What   if   I   get   lost?   
 

- If   you   get   lost   at   some   point   during   your   first   week,   please   find   a   sta�   member.  
They   will   be   able   to   guide   you   in   the   correct   direction!   6th   grade   students  
mainly   stay   in   one   hallway   except   when   they   have   electives   so   you   won’t   have  



to   venture   far   most   of   the   day.   You   also   have   5   minutes   in   between   each   so   you  
have   plenty   of   time   to   get   from   one   class   to   the   other.   
 

5. How   much   homework   is   there   at   the   middle   school?   
 

- A   majority   of   our   teachers   only   assign   homework   when   you   don’t   complete   the  
work   you   are   expected   to   during   the   class   period.   So,   if   you   did   not   complete  
your   assignment   in   the   given   time   period   then   they   would   ask   you   to   complete  
it   as   homework.  

- One   di�erence   at   the   middle   school   level   is   that   there   is   no   homework   in   math.  
The   only   grades   in   math   are   based   o�   of   assessments   so   you   will   have   to   study  
for   homework   sometimes   but   there   will   be   no   homework   grades.   

 
6. What   happens   if   I   am   late   to   class?   What   happens   if   I   miss   a   class?   

 
- In   middle   school   you   will   have   7   hours.   Each   hour   is   roughly   55   minutes   long  

except   3rd   hour   is   only   30   minutes   long.   In   between   each   class   is   a   5   minute  
passing   time.   The   bell   will   ring   at   the   end   of   every   class   which   means   that  
passing   time   begins.   When   the   bell   rings   again   that   means   you   must   be   in  
class.   If   you   are   not   in   class   then   you   are   marked   tardy.   If   a   student   receives  
more   than   2   tardies   in   a   quarter   then   they   will   receive   a   lunch   detention.   6th  
grade   teachers   are   pretty   flexible   during   the   first   quarter   and   allow   students   a  
couple   of   extra   tardies   because   they   are   still   learning   the   way   around   the  
school.   

- A   student   should   never   miss   class   on   purpose   unless   they   are   skipping   class  
(which   would   result   in   a   consequence)   or   if   they   are   absent   from   school.   

 
7. What   are   some   tips   to   get   to   class   on   time?   

- Make   sure   you   know   your   locker   combination!  
- Keep   your   locker   organized.   
- Know   your   schedule!  
- Have   an   organized   system   with   all   of   your   school   items.   Make   sure   you   know  

what   folders   are   for   specific   classes.   
- Don’t   hang   around   in   hallways   with   friends.   Walk   and   talk!  

 
8. Do   all   6th   grade   students   each   lunch   together?   Do   we   have   recess   at   the   middle  

school?  
 

- Yes,   all   6th   grade   students   eat   at   the   same   time.   
- Yes,   you   will   have   time   to   play   in   the   gym   or   go   outside   after   you   eat   lunch.   You  

have   a   total   of   30   minutes   for   lunch   so   you   will   have   time   to   eat   and   then   run  
around.   
 



 
 
 

9. Do   I   get   a   school   ID?   What   do   I   do   with   my   ID?  
 

- Students   receive   their   student   IDs   after   school   pictures   are   taken.   Each   student  
ID   will   include   the   student’s   picture   and   student   ID   number.   

- Students   can   use   their   ID   at   lunch   to   charge   their   hot   lunch   account.   
 

10. If   I   am   in   PE   class,   do   I   have   time   to   change   into   my   gym   clothes   or   out   of   them   and  
into   my   regular   clothes?  
 

- Yes,   the   PE   teachers   give   all   students   5-7   minutes   at   the   beginning   of   the   hour  
and   at   the   end   of   the   hour   to   change   their   clothes.   
 

11. Will   I   have   time   to   see   my   friends   and   talk   to   them?   
 

- Yes,   students   have   5   minutes   in   between   each   class   to   see   and   talk   to   their  
friends.   Students   also   have   lunch   to   see   their   friends   and   hang   out   with   them.   


